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Mobility is reaching every branch of government. 
Senators and congressmen are in session with 
smartphones and tablets at hand. Many depend 
on it. According to ABI Research, there were 
1.5 billion Wi-Fi enabled devices shipped in 
2012. Federal, state, and local governments 
everywhere are looking at wireless networking 
to improve connectivity efficiencies, expand 
wireless services, and control IT expenditures. 

At Xirrus we see why. When the Department of Defense certifies 
our wireless Arrays, you know mission-critical content is secure. 
When we design a wireless network solution for the Kennedy 
Space Center, every wireless connection has liftoff—100% of 
the time. And when we develop in-theater wireless networking 
solutions for the Marine Corps, the technology is mil-spec, and 
communiqués are guaranteed. Wireless isn’t a perk. Done right, 
it’s a strategic part of government IT planning that improves 
communications that lets you do more than ever before. And 
Xirrus does it right.

Government organizations are beginning to see how wireless 
can positively affect their operations. Organizations with 
previous “no wireless” policies are now rethinking those 
policies. However, re-evaluating wireless deployments does 
not mean blind acceptance. There are concerns that must 
be addressed before any government IT department moves 
forward with a wireless solution. In government facilities, these 
include performance, reliability, and security.

Xirrus has wireless solutions that meet, and exceed, government 
wireless requirements. We engineer wireless solutions that not 
only provide the highest level of security protection, but also 
integrate security encryption at the edge in each Array and AP. 
By eliminating the central controller in traditional Wi-Fi solutions, 
Xirrus delivers a wireless solution that scales seamlessly as 
the network grows. The integrated Array design delivers a 
secure, reliable, and high-performance solution that requires 
significantly less equipment, lower implementation cost, and 
allows faster deployment.

When it comes to government-critical wireless networking, no 
company provides a more complete solution than Xirrus. We 
deliver a comprehensive portfolio of products to address the 
range of wireless use cases you may have—from basic coverage 
such as offices to high user density for large meeting halls. Our 
solutions require less equipment, less cabling, and fewer switch 
ports, resulting in significantly lower infrastructure expenditure 
to support the wireless network. All while delivering flawless 
and secure wireless access that helps increase government 
productivity, and enhance communication.

The Xirrus Advantage for Government:

• Ensure government-grade security with integrated wireless 
IDS/IPS, stateful firewall, application-level control, full AES 
encryption, and more

• Identify and prioritize mission critical applications and wireless 
communications to ensure service is delivered uninterrupted 

• Deploy faster and easier with significantly less equipment and 
supporting infrastructure

• Seamlessly scale wireless capacity with a modular, upgradable 
architecture, providing the ultimate in investment protection

• Future proof your network with technology upgrade path to 
802.11ac and other wireless technologies without replacing 
any equipment

Ensuring government wireless 
networking is government-grade
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Xirrus wireless solutions are 
decidedly different. 
Xirrus provides a broad range of wireless solutions—from a 
2 radio AP up to a 16 radio Array—to match the requirements 
of a broad range of use cases found in government 
environments. The Xirrus wireless architecture is unique. 
Instead of central controllers and multitudes of access points, 
everything needed for a secure, high performance wireless 
LAN is built into each Xirrus wireless product: from 2 to 16 
radios, integrated antennas, switch, controller, firewall, threat 
sensor, and spectrum analyzer.

This integrated architecture reduces equipment and 
infrastructure requirements, simplifying nearly every aspect 
of the deployment. This frees up the bulk of your budget to 
deploy the wireless capacity needed to deliver a good user 
experience, and not the wired infrastructure needed to support 
all your access points.

The result is greater coverage and capacity from a Xirrus 
wireless network compared to traditional solutions, with fewer 
Wi-Fi and wired devices, much faster installation through zero 
touch provisioning and a scalable, future proof network.

XIRRUS COMPETITOR

A typical government office space covered with 3 Wi-Fi Arrays compared to 
12 traditional access points

Lowest cost

• Up to 75% less equipment to deploy and maintain

• Up to 75% fewer cable pulls and switch ports

• Up to 75% less installation time

• Lower total cost of ownership compared to other wired 
and wireless solutions

Highest performance

• Multi-radio design with 2 to 16 radios to provide scalable 
wireless capacity

• Distributed intelligence with multi-core processing in each 
Array/AP

• Integrated services operating directly at the network edge, 
not centrally

• Directional antennas for greater range meaning less 
equipment to deploy

U.S. ARMY BUREAU OF RECORDS  ::  DEFENSE RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING NETWORK 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE  ::  NASA, KENNEDY SPACE CENTER  ::  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE  

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH  ::  U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

U.S. MARINE CORPS  ::  UNIFORMED SERVICES UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO  ::  UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE  ::   

NATO SUMMIT  ::  CACHE COUNTY UTAH 

Example of Government Clients
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The benefits of smarter wireless:
Complete security

Xirrus implements multi-level security for comprehensive 
wireless network protection. Each Array and AP integrates a 
stateful firewall and dedicated threat sensor radio for 24/7 
RF security protection without compromising user servicing 
resources. Xirrus Application Control enables application 
detection and application policy control on the network.

Application control

Xirrus wireless solutions are the industry’s first and only wireless 
solution to integrate next-generation application recognition 
and control directly at the network edge where it is needed 
most. Incorporating a complete Layer 7 deep packet inspection 
engine with associated policy control in every Xirrus Array or 
AP, government applications can be prioritized and recreational 
applications throttled or blocked to ensure the best user experience.

Superior scalability

No other vendor matches the investment protection offered by 
Xirrus Arrays. The modular chassis design allows capacity scaling 
by simply adding modules, incurring no waste and no rip-and-
replace. Software programmable radios can be switched from 
2.4GHz to 5GHz when needed as the client base evolves to 
5GHz. More radios may be added to existing Arrays, and older 
radios can be upgraded to newer standards such as 802.11ac.

High reliability

Xirrus distributes intelligence across the network into each Array 
and AP, eliminating the single point of failure and performance 
bottleneck of centralized controllers in legacy wireless 
architectures. Redundant radio, uplink, and device features 
ensure seamless wireless network operation.

More economical

Directional antennas on Xirrus Arrays provide greater coverage, 
and with no central controller, a Xirrus network can be deployed 
with up to 75% less equipment. With far fewer components 
to install and cables to pull, a Xirrus wireless network can be 
installed faster and more economically than traditional solutions 
to accelerate ROI. Cloud-hosted network management and 
automatic activation simplifies network installation and reduces 
the resources required to manage and maintain the network.

The United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) is the United States 
federal government agency primarily 
responsible for administering civilian foreign 
aid. It was created in 1961 by presidential 
executive order to implement development 
assistance programs in the areas authorized 
by the Congress in the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961. USAID provides economic, 
development and humanitarian assistance 
around the world, operating in Sub-Saharan 
Africa; Asia and the Near East, Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Europe, and Eurasia. 

Requirements  

• Highly reliable wireless operation

• Remote management across dozens of 
locations

• Bandwidth for hundreds of simultaneous 
connections in a given area

• Support for wireless notebooks, 
handhelds, and phones

• Fast and simple deployment

Solution  

• Xirrus 8 radio 802.11n Arrays

• 70% less equipment to deploy compared 
to traditional AP/controller solution

• 70% fewer cable runs

• 70% fewer GigE switch ports deployed

• 20% average power savings per year

CASE STUDY — UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (USAID) 


